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Name VINCENT SEKHAR SJ
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Desianation Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy
9 Head, Department of Human Excellence
D.O.B. 10.04.1952
Mobile No. 9443536530
Email Id. Sekharsj2010@gmail.com
Teaching Experience UG: 14 Year. PG: 14 Years

Academic Qualifications

Degree Year Name of the Institution Major Class Marks
B.Sc. 1974-77 Loyola College, Chennai Physics First
Jnana Deepa Vidyapeeth, Hiah
B.Ph. 1977-79 Pune Philosophy SeC%n g 62%
Second A
MA. 1980-82 Presidency College, Chennai Sanskrit Rank in Grgde
Madras Point
University 5.48




Dept. of Jainology, University
M. Phil. 1987-89 of Madras, Chennai Jainology First
Vidyajyoti College of
. Contextual . o
M.Th. 2005 Theology, Delhi Theology First 67%
Dept. of Jainology, University 1994
Ph.D. 1989-92 of Madras, Chennai Jainology Declared
_ Fordham University (New Religion and
Teaching | 590 g9 York), Georgetown University | Politics i
and -99, ; g y olitics in Post
2003, 2006, | (Washington DC), Santa Independent
Post-docto ' _ o
al 2010-11, Clara University (San India;
2019 ; Religions and
Research FranC|sco), U.S.A. Life

NET — Non-applicable

Professional Experience

Cultures and Religions,
Aikiya Alayam, Chennai

Dean of research

Institution Post Held Duration of Job Description
Service
Institute of Dialogue with
Executive Director & 1999-2001

Department of Philosophy,

Assistant Professor

2001-2010 and

Loyola College, Chennai

Arul Anandar College, 2011-12

Karumathur

Department of Theology, Adjunct Professor 2010-2011

Fordham University, Bronx,

New York

Institute of Dialogue with

Cultures and Religions, Executive Director & 1999-2001
Dean of research 2012-2018




Department of Philosophy,
Arul Anandar College,
Karumathur

Associate Professor

From 2018 until
now

Department of Human
Excellence

Head

From 2019 until
now

Research Interest

Relations

Indology, Comparative Religion and Texts, Secularism, Religious Diversity, and Interreligious

Paper Presented in Conferences / Seminar (from 2017 till 2021)

Paper on Level Seminar on Sponsor Place Date
“Theologizing Exiting Violence — | Fondazione Trento, Italy Oct.
Contextually - Sketches Texts to Theories | Bruno 10-12,
of an Indian Experience” Kessler, 2017

Trento
“Our experience of God:
In Dialogue with diverse JESEDU 2017 COlegiO Sao Rio de Oct.
points of view* (Educate Magis) | Luis & Rede | Janeiro, Brazil | 15-20,
Jesuits de 2017
Educacao,
Brazil
International June 18,
“Comparative Religion & Consultation & John Mary Regis 2018
Texts, Interreligious Presentation Fraser College,
Education” Centre for Toronto,
Practical Canada
Theology
Canada Toronto June
“Diversity Education: International Porticus University 25-28,
Conflicts, Harmony, Conference on Mississauga, 2018
And Integration” Education Canada




Organizing the Loyola Aug
“Religions, Food, and National Seminar | IDCR College, 22-24.,
Health” Chennai 2018
Quest for Truth: A St. Thomas Jan.
“Certitude in Spectrum of St. Thomas | Apostolic 17-18,
Philosophical Certitude Apostolic Seminary, 2019
Sciences: Seminary, Kottayam
Epistemological Kottayam
Issues related to
Reason and Faith”
Organizing the Loyola Feb. 16,
Writers & Researchers National Seminar | IDCR College, 2019
forum of Madurai Chennai
Province
Exploring Arul Anandar | Aug.
“The Story of Mahavira’s Religious Myths Dept of College, 22-23,
Birth as narrated in and their Philosophy | Karumathur | o919
the Kalpa Sutra of the Contemporary
ey Relevance
Religions: Ethics Arul Anandar Dec. 17,
“Religions, Peace, and of Peace and Dept of College, 2019
Harmony: Meeting the Harmony Human Karumathur
Challenges” Excellence
Jesuit Higher July 6-7,
“Secularism, Education, International 2020
Secularization and Secularization, Association
Interreligious Dialogue and Interreligious | of Jesuit
from Indign" Ejllillgglljg) Universities
perspective (IAJU) and
ESADE,
Barcelona,
Spain
Organizing the Arul Anandar | Aug.
Writers & Researchers National Seminar | Dept of College, 5-6,
forum of Madurai Human Karumathur 2020
Province Excellence
Jesuit Higher Nov.
“Personal Summary Education, International 71
and Open Discussion e R e, Association 20320
o and Interreligious | of Jesuit
on Sec.ul_arlzatlon and Dialogue Universities
Interreligious (JHESID) (IAJU) and

Dialogue”

ESADE,




Barcelona,
Spain
Jesuit Higher Dec.
“Religious Literacy and Education, International 19
o Secularization, Association ’
S e and Interreligious | of Jesuit 2020
Dialogue Universities
inl=ElD) (IAJU) and
ESADE,
Barcelona,
Spain
Interreligious Dept of Feb.
“Interreligious Dialogue for Centre for World 17-18
: Peace and . . . . >
Education & harmony 2021 Interreligiou | Religions 2021
Exposure: A s and and Culture
Practical Approach Intercultural (W.RC),‘
to Understanding & Dialogue Umiversity of
Peace-building” CIID IDlsel.o
cace-burlding ( ) Bangladesh
Emerging Trends Feb.
“Imparting Values & Adaptation of FATER 19-21
. Spirituality in ’
through Education Academy of 2021
Management, .
and Exposure” Artificial India
Intelligence,
Education,
Health, Tourism,
Science &
Technology

BOOKS AUTHORED & EDITED (from 2002)
1. Quest for Harmony — An Anthology of Religions in Dialogue, Claretian Publications, Bangalore,

2002 (ISBN: 81-87804-15-7)

2. Dharma in Early Brahmanic, Buddhist, and Jain Traditions, Sri Satguru Publications, Delhi,
2003 (ISBN: 81-7030-719-0)

3. Religions in Public Life — A Practical Guide to Religious Harmony, Claretian Publications,
Bangalore, 2004 (ISBN: 81-87804-53-X)

4. Practice of Interreligious Dialogue - A Formation Manual of Education and Training of Clergy
and Religious, Claretian Publications, Bangalore, 2006 (ISBN: 81-87804-96-3)

5. Building Strong Neighbourhoods — Religion and Politics in Secular India, Claretian Publications,
Bangalore, 2008 (ISBN: 81-889851-18-7)




6. Religions, Ecology, and Environment — Sacred Texts that Shape Perspectives, Claretian
Publications, Bangalore, August 2012 (ISBN: 81-89851-69-1)

7. Letus Stand up for Prayer — Sacred Texts that Shape Perspectives, Joint publication by IDCR —
Institute of Dialogue with Cultures and Religions, Loyola College, Chennai, and Claretian
Publications, Bangalore, 2016

8. Blurred, yet Bright — Journey into the self in Jaina tradition, Sri Satguru Publications, Delhi,
September 2016 (ISBN: 9788170309468)

9. Interreligious Marriages in India — Issues and Challenges (ed.), Joint publication by IDCR —
Institute of Dialogue with Cultures and Religions, Loyola College, Chennai, and Claretian
Publications, Bangalore, 2017 (Book Edited )

10. Engaged & Enmeshed — Religion in Society in India (ed.), IDCR — Institute of Dialogue with
Cultures and Religions, Loyola College, Chennai, August 2017 (Book Edited)

JOURNALS EDITED (from 2014 till 2020)

1. Jeevadhara — A Journal for Socio-Religious Research, Malloossery P.O., Kottayam, Kerala Vol.
XLIV 2014, ISSN 0970-1125, No. 263 Theme: Socio-Religious Movements - |

2. Jeevadhara — A Journal for Socio-Religious Research, Malloossery P.O., Kottayam, Kerala Vol.
XLV 2015, ISSN 0970-1125, No. 269 Theme: Socio-Religious Movements - |

3. Jeevadhara — A Journal for Socio-Religious Research, Malloossery P.O., Kottayam, Kerala Vol.
XLVI 2016, ISSN 0970-1125, No. 275 Theme: Religious Institutions and Social Development — |

4. Jeevadhara — A Journal for Socio-Religious Research, Malloossery P.O., Kottayam, Kerala Vol.
XLVII 2017, ISSN 0970-1125, No. 281 Theme: Religious Institutions and Social Development —
Il

5. Jeevadhara — A Journal for Socio-Religious Research, Malloossery P.O., Kottayam, Kerala Vol.
XLVl 2018, ISSN 0970-1125, No. 287 Theme: Religions, Food, and Health

6. Jeevadhara — A Journal for Socio-Religious Research, Malloossery P.O., Kottayam, Kerala Vol.
XLIX, September 2019, ISSN 0970-1125, No. 293, Theme: Religious Myths and their
contemporary Relevance — Part |

7. Jeevadhara — A Journal for Socio-Religious Research, Malloossery P.O., Kottayam, Kerala Vol.
L, September 2020, ISSN 0970 - 1125, No. 299, Theme: Religious Myths and their
contemporary Relevance — Part Il

ARTICLES PUBLISHED

1. A Review of “Mission Today — Reflection from an Ignatian Perspective,” by Michael
Amaladoss in Journal of Hindu-Christian Studies, Volume 2, Article 9 (January 1979)
http://digitalcommons.butler.edu/jhcs/vol2/iss1/9/

2. “The Way of the Spirit - A Jain Journey (Studies in Jain Spirituality)” in Journal of Dharma,
September 1988, Vol.Xlll, No.3, pp 217-237, Bangalore


http://digitalcommons.butler.edu/jhcs/vol2/iss1/9/

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

“Jaina theory of Person - A Critical Survey of Samayasara of Acarya Kundakunda” in Jain
Journal (Jain Dharm Publication, Kolkata — 700007, Ph. 22682655) January 1991, Vol.XXV,
No.3, pp 110-118, Jain Bhavan Publications, Calcutta

“Lord Rsabhadeva - The first King and the first Tirthankara” and “Lord Rsabhadeva and the
Evolution of Human Life in various Spheres and the Contribution of Brahmi and Sundari” in
Certificate Course in Jainology, Part Il, The Ancient History, Lesson 2 and 3, University of
Madras, 1991

“Jaina Religious Consciousness - A Paradigm for a Socio-secular Involvement” in Jinamanjari,
October 1992, Vol.V, No.11, pp51-59, Bramhi Society Publication, Canada

“Jaina Spirituality in the light of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola” in Ignis
1992:3, pp 108-113, Gujarat Sahitya Prakash, Anand

“Jaina Devotionalism - A Paradigm for a Secular Spirituality” in Indian Journal of Spirituality,
December 1992, Vol.V, No.4, pp 415-427, Bangalore

“Implications of Ahimsa on Ecology - A Jaina Perspective” in Jain Journal, October 1993,
Vol.XXVIII, No.2, pp 93-100, Jain Bhavan Publications, Calcutta

Dynamic Pluralism: A vision toward conflict resolution and cosmic integration, A Booklet on
the application of the doctrine of plurality in Jainism, Published by Interfaith Formation,
Madras, October 1993

“lgnatian Indifference and Jaina vision of Anekanta” in Ignis 1994:3, pp 127-133, Gujarat
Sahitya Prakash, Anand

“Matter and Spirit: A Jain-Christian understanding” in Indian Journal of Spirituality,
September 1994, Vol .VII, No.3, pp 312-321, Bangalore

“The Human Person from Jaina and Buddhist Perspectives” in Jain Journal, Vol. XXX, No.2
October 1995, Jain Bhavan Publication, Calcutta

“The Human Person from Sramana perspectives” in Journal of Dharma, Jan-March 1996,
Vol.XXI, No.1, pp 24-38, Bangalore

“Early Sramana concept of Soul and the Nature of Personhood” in Jinamanjari, Vol. 14, No.
2, October 1997, Bramhi Society Publication, Mississauga, Canada

“The Sramana response to the Human Predicament” in Jain Journal, Vol. XXXIII, No. 2
October 1998, Jain Bhavan Publication, Calcutta



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

“Significance of Jain philosophy for preserving Life and Environment” in Eco-Dynamics of
Religion: Thought for the Third Millennium, Ed. by Augustine Thottakara, CMI, Published by
Journal of Dharma & Dharmaram Publications, Bangalore, 2000

“Give away Violence, Preserve Life: Contemporary Call of the Sramana Religions” in Journal
of Dharma, April-June 2000, Vol. XXV No. 2, Bangalore

“Notes on Eastern Spirituality” in Indian Journal of Spirituality, July-September 2002, Vol. XV,
No. 3, Bangalore

“Jaina Dharma: a little known Faith for deeper Understanding and Enriching Life” in
Vidyajyoti Journal of Theological Reflection, Volume 67, No. 3, March 2003, pp. 198-205,
Delhi; same article reprint in Jain Journal, Vol XXXVII, No. 4, April 2003, pp. 185-194

“Renunciation and Asceticism in Jain and Buddhist Traditions” in Third Millennium Indian
Journal of Evangelization, V1 (2003) 2 April-June, Bhopal, pp. 23-40; same article reprint in
Vidyajyoti Journal of Theological Reflection [VITR], Volume 67, No. 12, December 2003, pp.
991-1005, Delhi

Jaina Plural Perspective: A Handy Resource to the Ministry of Dialogue and Reconciliation,
Vidyajyoti Journal of Theological Reflection [VITR], Volume 68, No. 6, June 2004, pp.
423-434, Delhi; same article reprint in Jain Journal, Vol XXXVIII, No. 3, January 2004, pp.
131-146

“Engaging Youth in Encountering Life — Dialogue in Education,” in Herman Castelino, S.J.
(ed.), Issues in Jesuit Education, Gujarat Sahitya Prakash, Anand, 2005, pp. 87-115

“Sahrdayatva and Suggestiveness: Great Metaphors of Life,” in Aksharam, N.
Umamaheshwari (ed.), Dr. MGR-Janaki College of Arts & Science for Women, Chennai, July
2006, pp. 138-145

“Interreligious Dialogue in South Asian Assistancy: Challenges and Tasks Ahead” and “Report
of the Asian Mission Congress” in Dialogue in a New Key, Published by Jesuit Secretariat for
Dialogue, St. Xavier’s Church, Shahbad-Daulatpur, Delhi, 2007, pp. 15-22, 64-67

“Formation of the Youth in Dialogical Attitudes” in Jeevadhara — A Journal for Socio-Religious
Research, Vol. XXXVII, No. 221, September 2007, pp. 433-440 (From Malloossery PO,
Kottayam — 686041)

“Religion and Societal Transformation — Conflict and Harmony” in Samayamum
Nallinakkamum (Tamil), published by the Commission for Interreligious Dialogue,
Archdiocese of Madurai, Madurai, August 2007, pp. 36-46

On Vincent Sekhar in Musical Spring — Christian Music Exponents in Tamilnadu, by Anand
Amaladoss, Satya Nilayam Publications, Chennai, 2007, pp. 259-264



27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

“Interreligious Dialogue — Challenges and Tasks ahead” in Dialogue in a New Key, Jesuit
Secretariat for Dialogue, St. Xavier’s Church, Shahbad-Daulatpur, Dehi-110042, 2007, pp.
15-22

“Ever Remembered and Ever Cherished — Kalatitam Samskrtam” in Divyadhara, Ed. by Dr. N.
Umamaheshwari, Dr. MGR Janaki College of Arts and Science for Women, Chennai — 600028,
February 2008, pp. 105-111

“Place of the Sacred in shaping Eco-perspectives”, Journal of Dharma, Dharmaram Journal of
Religions and Philosophies, January-December 2008, Vol. 33, Nos. 1-4, Silver Jubilee
Commemorative Volume, Bangalore, pp. 163-173

“In Defense of the Gentiles: A Literary and Theological Narrative Approach to the Study of
Acts 15, 1-21”, Journal of Sacred Scriptures, Vol 3, No. 1 January-June 2009, Jnanatirtha,
Ujjain, pp 64-90

“Consciousness: A dynamic psycho-cognitive process from a Buddhist, Jain perspective”,
Suvidya, Journal of Philosophy and Religion, June 2009, Vol. 3 No. 1, Bangalore, pp 53-67

“Christianity and Nonviolence” in Vidyajyoti Journal of Theological Reflection, Volume 73,
No. 8, August 2009, Delhi, pp 51-65; http://www.herenow4u.net/index.php?id=72764
(Seminar organized by Dept of Jainology, University of Madras on 13-14 February 2009)

“Curriculum Development for Excellence”, In the Proceedings of National Assessment and
Accreditation Council sponsored National Seminar on Quality Enhancement Strategy —
Towards Excellence, IQAC, Yadava College, Madurai

“Jaina Insights in Tamil Classical Literary Tradition” in Panuval: An International Journal of
Tamil Studies, Vol 1, No. 4, 2009, pp. 75-92
http://www.indianfolklore.org/journals/index.php/Panu/issue/view/77/showToc

“Images we have about our religious neighbour and how to remove prejudice” (in Tamil) in
Samayangalum Manithaneyamum (Religions and Humanitarianism), Department of
Philosophy, National College, Tiruchirappalli, 2009 pp 167-175

“Life-preservation vis-a-vis Life-annihilation”, Suvidya, Journal of Philosophy and Religion,
December 2009, Vol. 3 No. 2, Bangalore, pp 100-118

“Avenues for Jain-Christian Dialogue,” Dilatato Corde, an International E-journal, Volume I,
No. 1, January-June 2012 (‘Studies’ section)
http://www.dimmid.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={495510C2-8BE7-4B3C-A746-4247E
069D6B2}

“Yes-No-Both-And” Shades of Eastern Rationality in Jaina Perception of Reality” in
International Seminar on Eastern Rationality: Trends and relevance in a Technocratic Society,


http://www.herenow4u.net/index.php?id=72764
http://www.indianfolklore.org/journals/index.php/Panu/issue/view/77/showToc
http://www.dimmid.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7B495510C2-8BE7-4B3C-A746-4247E069D6B2%7D
http://www.dimmid.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7B495510C2-8BE7-4B3C-A746-4247E069D6B2%7D

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

Papers Presented (19-20 January 2012), Department of Philosophy, Arul Anandar College,
Karumathur, Madurai Dt. 625514, 2012

“Avenues for a Jain-Christian Dialogue (Part 1),” Vidyajyoti Journal of Theological Reflection,
Delhi, Platinum Jubilee Year, Volume 76, No.4, April 2012, pp 280-292

“Avenues for a Jain-Christian Dialogue (Part I)” in Vidyajyoti Journal of Theological
Reflection, Volume 76, No. 5, May 2012, Delhi, pp 380-396

“Earth, my Mother! Thou art the Sacred Vessel,” Journal of Dharma, April-June 2012, Vol.37,
No.2, pp 221-234, Dharma Research Association, Bangalore

“Loyal to the Past, Free unto the Future — Reflections on some post Vat Il documents on
Dialogue,” Jeevadhara, Vol. XLIIl 2013, No. 257, September 2013, Kottayam, Kerala, pp
329-353

“Building Relationship with Religious Neighbours: Interreligious Dialogue in India — Shades
and Shores,” Hong Kong Journal of Catholic Studies 2013, Catholic University of Hong Kong,
Hong Kong, Leo Lefebure (Chief ed.), pp. 78-101
(http://catholic.crs.cuhk.edu.hk/eBookDetail_e.php?lang=1&id=25)

“Harmony of Religions and Service to Humanity: Reflections on the Twin Mission of Sri
Ramakrishna Movement” in Jeevadhara, ed. Vincent Sekhar, Vol. XLIV, No. 263, September
2014 (ISSN 0970-1125), Kottayam, Kerala, pp. 51-65

Who said dialogue is dead? 4 Short Report on my visit to the Northern Provinces
(http://www.jcsaweb.org/who-said-dialogue-dead)

“The Youth: Interfaith Education and training in Dialogue” in Education as a Basic Right of
Humankind, (International Gandhi Jayanti Conference 2015), Organized by Jamia Millia
Islamia, Indialogue Foundation, and Gandhi Smriti & Darshan Smriti (ISBN
978-81-931347-0-2), pp. 240-246

Let us Stand up for Prayer — Sacred Texts that Shape Perspectives, Joint publication by IDCR —
Institute of Dialogue with Cultures and Religions, Loyola College, Chennai, and Claretian
Publications, Bangalore, 2016 (Book)

“Jesuit Education in India Provides Innovative Opportunities”: in CONVERSATIONS on Jesuit
Higher Education, Fordham University, New York, Spring 2016, Number 49, pp. 18-19

“The Ahimsa Movement: Tracing its Roots from the Jain-Buddhist Traditions of India” in
Jeevadhara, ed. Vincent Sekhar, Vol. XLVI, No. 275, September 2016 (ISSN 0970-1125),
Kottayam, Kerala, pp. 63-82


http://catholic.crs.cuhk.edu.hk/eBookDetail_e.php?lang=1&id=25
http://www.jcsaweb.org/who-said-dialogue-dead

50. “Need of the hour: Building bridges, Reconciling communities, and Enhancing good

51.

52.

53.

54,

55.

56.

relationships” A Short Report on my visit to the Central and Northern Jesuit Provinces, Nov.
20-24, Dec. 10-22, 2017 (http://www.jcsaweb.org/secretariat/44),

“Rowing into the deep into other religious traditions and communities: The Ministry of
interreligious Dialogue in India and South Asia” A Short Report on the Jesuit Assistancy level
meeting of Coordinators of Dialogue in India and South Asia, Dec. 15-17, 2017
(http://www.jcsaweb.org/secretariat/44)

“Dialogue as Reconciliation - Beautiful land that regains Confidence” - 4 Short Report on my
visit to Sri Lanka as the Secretary for Interreligious Dialogue in the Jesuit Assistancy of
South Asia (Jan. 27 — Feb. 4, 2017)
(http://www.jcsaweb.org/dialogue-reconciliation-beautiful-land-regains-confidence)

“Interreligious Education: A Practical Approach to Conflicts and Integration” in Canada
International Conference on Education (CICE 2018 Proceedings), June 25-28, 2018, University
of Toronto Mississauga, Canada, Published by Infonomics Society, ISBN: 978-1-908320-90-2

“Engaging in Interreligious Dialogue Today” in Dialogue, Conversation, and Beyond edited by
Anandam Lourdu, Iniavai Publications, Trichy, 2019, pp. 65-84

“Nonviolence in the Hindu, Jain and Buddhist Traditions” in Rose Marie Berger, Ken Butigen,
Judy Coode, and Marie Dennis (eds.): “Advancing Nonviolence and Just Peace in the Church
and the World” by Pax Christi International, Fast-Print Publishing, Orton Southgate,
Cambridgeshire, England, 2020 ISBN: 9781784567163
(https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HLju5GPnFKLWzs8b2HOmMXUCbgUxLUb52eLOY4a8Y
bPk/edit)

“The Story of Mahavira’s Birth as Narrated in the Kalpa Sutra of the Jains” in Jeevadhara — A
Journal for Socio-Religious Research, Malloossery P.O., Kottayam, Kerala Vol. L, September
2020, ISSN 0970 - 1125, No. 299, Theme: Religious Myths and their contemporary Relevance
— Part I, pp. 59-76


http://www.jcsaweb.org/secretariat/44
http://www.jcsaweb.org/dialogue-reconciliation-beautiful-land-regains-confidence
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HLju5GPnFKLWzs8b2HOmXUCbgUxLUb52eLOY4a8YbPk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HLju5GPnFKLWzs8b2HOmXUCbgUxLUb52eLOY4a8YbPk/edit

